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Abstract 

Cognitive development between the theories of Piaget and Vygotsky 

By 

Dr.: Ismail El-Feki 

Professor of Educational Psychology - Faculty of Education - Ain 

Shams University 

: 

      Cognitive growth plays an important role in the development of 

thinking skills and mental processes. It also forms the bases on which 

various cognitive processes such as perception, memory, imagination, 

inference and retrieval are based.Vygotsky confirms that cognitive and 

cognitive growth develops through social interaction, and he also 

stressed the importance of language and its role in developing thinking 

and acquiring cognitive skills. (Kozulin, 2003).This paper, the 

researcher presents cognitive growth according to Piaget and 

Vygotsky. Piaget's point of view indicates that: cognitive growth 

occurs before language development, so cognitive growth comes first, 

and this is what makes linguistic growth possible. He also believes 

that language is not a necessary condition. for cognitive development, 

Piaget confirms that the emergence of internal representation, of 

which language is one of its forms increases the power of thinking in 

range and speed. Children can have ideas about things and topics 

before they can name them, and then the child's lack of language does 

not prevent him from thinking.While Vygotsky believes that thinking 

and language begin as two types of separate and independent activities 

at the age of two. thinking and language meet and coalesce to 

announce the start of a new type of behavior. At this point, thought 

becomes verbal and speech is rational. 
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