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Abstract:

Bandura identified eight mechanisms of moral disengagement that are
activated when negative behaviors are practiced. These mechanisms are moral
justification, euphemistic labeling, advantageous comparison, displacement of
responsibility, diffusion of responsibility, distorting consequences, attribution
of blame, and dehumanization. Many foreign studies have addressed the
construct validity of these mechanisms, the results of which differed in
identifying these mechanisms between one factor, three factors, four factors,
and eight factors. Therefore, the current study aimed to verify the construct
validity of Bandura's moral disengagement scale in the Arab environment
among Beni-Suef University undergraduates (n=357 male and female, age
mean 21.75 years, standard deviation 1.582). Bandura et al.'s (1996) moral
disengagement scale with its eight components was applied after being
adapted to these participants in the study. Using confirmatory factor analysis,
the results supported the factor structure of the four-component scale: moral
justification, moral euphemism (after combining the factors of euphemistic
labeling and advantageous comparison), distorting consequences, and
dehumanization. Thus, the results of the current research assure results of
foreign research that reached four components and differed with the Arabic
research which indicated the eight components. This may be due to the fact
that Arabic research accepted the eight components of the scale, and did not
examine the construct validity as a primary goal in those researches. These
results demonstrate the need to verify the construct validity of the scale at
different developmental stages; these components may differ according to it.
Researchers in the Arab environment should also verify the construct validity
of foreign scales after their adaptation, and which are used before
administering research on them. Also, verify the validity of the four-factor
model of moral disengagement in the current research on other samples in
other academic stages.

Keywords: Moral disengagement, construct validity, psychological scales,
undergraduates.
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