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The Effectiveness of a Training Program based on the Denver Model
in Reducing Echolalia in Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder

Dr. Lobna Shaaban Ahmed Abu Zaid
Assistant Professor of Child Psychology
Faculty of Early Childhood Education, Matrouh University

Abstract:

The current research aims to reveal the effectiveness of a training
program based on the Denver Model in reducing echolalia in children
with autism spectrum disorder. The quasi-experimental approach was
used, and the research was applied to a sample of (10) children with
autism spectrum disorder at the day center in Matrouh, their ages ranged
between (4.5-5.11) years with an average of (5.07) and a standard
deviation of (0.551), and their intelligence quotient on the Stanford-Binet
scale, fifth edition, ranged between (77-84) with an average of (80.5) and
a standard deviation of (2.368), and the degree of autism on the Gilliam
scale ranged between (70-79) with an average of (74.5) and a standard
deviation of (3.027), i.e. simple autism. The (Echolalia Scale - and the
training program based on the Denver model) prepared by the researcher
were applied, and children with autism spectrum disorder were trained in
(40) sessions for a period of (10) weeks at a rate of (4) sessions per week,
with (90) minutes for the two sessions, interspersed with a rest period of
(5-10) minutes. The results were analyzed using the Wilcoxon and Mann-
Whitney test, and it was found that there were statistically significant
differences between the average ranks of the scores of the experimental
group with autism spectrum disorder in the pre- and post-measurements in
the dimensions of the Echolalia scale, each separately, and the total score
in favor of the post-measurement. There were no statistically significant
differences between the average ranks of the scores of the experimental
group with autism spectrum disorder in the post- and follow-up
measurements (after two months) in the dimensions of the Echolalia scale,
each separately, and the total score.

Keywords: Effectiveness - Training program - Denver model —
Echolalia .
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